Kogal Qucensland Bush Children’s [Health Scheme

Bush Children’s [lace

\. : 57 Margborough Street, BUNDABERG QLD 4670
PO Box 1328 BUNDABERG QLD 4670
FPhone: (07)41523799 Fax: (07)41527022

Bush Children’s is a not for ProFit organisation that targets children under 13 years of age who are exPeriencing,

or are at risk of dcveloping social, emotional, behavioural and c{cveloPmental difficulties. At our

BUNDABEKG (Centre we have a muiti~disciplinar3 team consisting of:

Fsgchologis’c~ Sandra Vannoordt

The Fsychologist Provic{es individual and group theran for children to enhance emotional, behavioural, and
social growth. Sandra offers Familg{erutrecl tl—lerapg that rcquires active support from parents; consultation with
educational and relevant medical ProFessionals 9ields best results. Assessment Precedes tlﬁerapg and can be

used to assist Potential cliagnoses.

Occupational Therapi5t~ (laire Muller

The QO assists children bg Eelping them to Par‘cicipatc in Play, school and home activities. Claire helps children
cleve]op their gross motor skills (activities to do with big movements of the boclg), fine motor skills (strengtl—),
endurance and clexteritﬂ of the hand), visual Perceptual skills (what our eyes do with the information we see),

l‘wanclwriting and self care skills (e.g. dressing, sl‘ioelaces, toileting).

Spcech Fathologist - Tanga K ozlova

The SLF cliagnoses and treats children who are unable to communicate egectively, which means thcg have
trouble understanding or being understood. (Communication difficulties encompass a range of abilities such as
speech~sounc1 Procluction, using and unc‘lerstancling Ianguage, voice, ﬂuencg (stuttering), l‘iearing or reading and
speling, W= offers indhidual and grougherapy, as well a M Emagtanasaing cducation staf.

Family Health Support Worker/ Administration Officer- Janie Stupart

Y PP i
The FHSSW/AO completes all administration duties for the centre and liaises between theraPists, parents,
schools and the wider community to ensure families access aPProPriate services. Janie also offers GrouP TriPlc
F Parenting sessions as well as running various group programs for children focused around social and emotional

we”bcing.

To refer a child to Push Childrern’s we require a referral form to be comP]eted and signed bq a parent or

guardian. The referrer can be anyone who is current|3 worl<ing with the child (e.g. Frincipal, Learning Suppor’c
T eacher, Class | eacher, Medical Professional, (Child C are Director, and Kinc{ergar’cen T eacher).

Bush Childrer’s is a non~Pro1Cit organisation that relies on the generous support from community groups and
individuals. We do not cl'large any fees to families who access our service, but as we are a Familﬂ centred Practise
we do require parent involvement in sessions. Ang querics can be directed to the (Centre via the details at the top

of this page.



PSYCHOLOGIST

A F- 556/70/05/:515’5 aim is to enhance [am/@ functfon[ng, rc/atfons/wps and to equip children and families
with /}nprovca/ Co/o/ng strategies for C/Ja//eng/ng situations.

Have you ever been worried for a child or student for any of the following reasons?
¥ | heirschool work is suddenly sliPPing;
¥ | hey seem anxious or worried;
¥ | hey have difficulty expressing their emotions;
¥ | heir behaviourappears odd and Pcrp]exing;

L 4 They experience c{igicultg acﬁus’cing to c}’xange;

¥ | hey are having difficulty with conflict in the home;

® [ heyare repeatedly bullied and lack coping skills;

® | hey say negative things about themselves all the time;

¥ | hey seem to have difficulty making friends and socialising;

® | hey are having difficulty coping with a parent separation or divorce;

L 4 Tlﬂcir Pcrsona]itg seems to have changcd dramatica”g (c.g. from cheerful and Eubb]g to quict and
wit%drawn) and;

L 4 Their mood fluctuates between happg/stab]e and Fceling sad, angry, and irritable.

F syc/w/o‘gl:sts can /7640 via self esteem t/7cralqy, gric)[ coun.sc//irg Provtbllhg co,ofng skills and tnia//thg

c/iﬁ[crcnt bc/7aviour managcmcnt stratcg/bs tﬁat are c/cs[gncc/ [or /70mc anc/ 5(:/700/ contexts.



OCCUPATIONAL THERAPLST

“Occupational Tl’lerapists aim to promote the highest level of {:unctioning Possib]c fora person within
their clai]g occupations. [For a child these are self-care skills, school and Playﬂ’

Difficulties in these areas may have a negative imPact upon a child’s ]earning abi]ity, self esteem and/or

behaviour at home or school.
The main skills that an Occupational Therapist assesses include the Fo”owing:

MotorS‘(i”s: Thisis our abi!itg to use the ]argc (gross) and small (Ffine) muscle Groups of the bodg.
T hese skills may include the Fo“owing:

¥ balance L 4 running/skipping | threacling

L 4 bodg awareness ¥ ball skills ¥ motor Plarming
' Coordination ’ strength fyendurance ' drawing
¥ scissorskills ¥ writing ¥ andlots more

Visual Fcrccptual Skills: This is our abi]itg to interpret and make meaning of what we see. Difficulties

mag bC SEEen as:

L 4 reversals of letters and words while writing
’ poor sPacing }Detween ]etters and words

| poor scqucncing abilit9

¥ difficulties with Puzz!es

L 4 poor organisa’cion of setting out work

| Cligicultg with copying from the blackboard
¥ difficulties with sPe”ing and/or reading

L 4 cligicultg writing between the lines

SCIF Care Ski“s: Thisis our abili’cg to be in&ependent in our Perf:ormancc of dai]y activities. | hese

include the Fo”owing:

L 4 clressing skills (e.g‘ but’cons, ziPPers, shoelaces etc)
| toi]cting skills

¥ cating skills (e.g. using a knife and fork)

L 4 Personal lﬁggiene and grooming skills.




SPEECH (ANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST

SPccch Fatho!ogists assess, diagnose and treat children with difficulties in the areas of !anguage,

sPecciﬁ, voice, guency, literacg, leaming, hearing and )Ceeding.

WHENSHOULD [CONTACT ASFEECHFPATHOLOGIST™

SPcech Fatho]ogy will assist children with difficulties in the area of-

Seccch

L 4 Have limited sPcech sounds

L 4 Avre difficult to understand

v Are not casilg understood bg three years of age

Language

L 4 Avre not using singlc words bg i 8 months or 2 words togctiﬁer bg 2 years
L 4 (se immature and short sentences or have poor story te”ing skills

L 4 [ave poor vocabularg

L 4 [Have c{iﬁcicul’cg Fo“owing instructions

Voice
¥ [ave huskg, hoarse or nasal voice

L 4 Have soft orloud voice
| Have unusua”g high orlow Pitch

Flucncg

L 4 [Have clisruptions to the smooth flow of sPccch

L 4 Havc rePeti’cions of souncls, words or inaPProPriate pat
Litcracg

L 4 Have difficulties with leaming
L 4 Havc di)cmcicu]tg sPeHing and reading

Hearing
L 4 Have difficulties with sPeech/!anguagc due to hcaring Problcms

Feedin
L 4 Havc difficulties sucking and swa”owing
¥ [Have difficulties chcwing
L 4 Has Persistent dribb]ing




FAMILY HEALTH SUPPORT WORKER,/
ADMINISTRATION OFFICER

This is a comPositC Position invo!ving tasks that are he]PFul to both the therapg team and families. Our
F}“lSW has many years of expericncc working with young children agccl 4 to Primarg school age.

The ]:HSW will offer the Fo”owing support for families:

L 4 Group Triple I Farenting

¥ [un f:riends programs for children

¥ PAL S Social Skills programs for children

| 4 Assistance for tl'xerapis’cs when rurming group programs
L 4 Farenting information and support

| Help acccssing alternative services

L 4 Communi’cg | jaison

The Administration Ogicer will support the therapg team through gcneral administration and centre
management tasks. She will coordinate referrals and centre documents and ensure the referral process

runs smoo’chly For c]ients.




